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SOCIAL STUDIES NOTES
Explorations,Encounters, and British Colonies

Critical Vocabulary Words

1. saga: an adventure story about brave deeds of people
long ago
2. cartographer: person who makes maps
. monarch: a king or queen
compadass: an instrument used to find direction with a
needle that always points north
5. navigation: the study or act of planning and controlling
the course of a ship
expedition: a journey made for a special reason
colony: a settlement ruled by another country
colonist: a person who lives in a colony
claim: to declare that you or your country owns
something
10. Northwest Passage: a water route that explorers
wanted to find so that traders could cut through North
America to Asia.
11. pilgrim: a person who makes a journey for a religious
reason
12. armada: Spanish for fleet of ships
13. compact: an agreement
14. Mayflower Compact: An agreement by those on the
Mayflower to make and obey laws for their colony. This
was the first example of self-rule by American colonists
15. interpreter: a person who translates from one
language to another
16. cash crop: a crop that people raise to sell rather than
to use themselves
=17. Puritan: a member of the Church of England who
settled in North America in order to follow Christian
beliefs in a more “pure” way
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18. immigrant: a person who comes to live in a country
from his or her home country

19. indigo: a plant from which blue dye is made

20. debtor: a person who had been in prison for owing
money

21. colony: settlement far from the country that rules it.

22. colonist: a person who lives in a colony

23. plantation: a large farm with many workers who live

on the land they work.
24. indentured servant: a person who agreed to work for

another person in exchange for the cost 4 £ Pa sSagC
4o America .
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SOCIAL STUDIES NOTES

_ Lesson 1: The Vikings
For Mof years, North American Indians lived their

lives "\ by European .

2. 1 i S _were the first _Eure to travel to North
Amenca = S0D years before A ras'l-oo er CalumlaAS

3. prove Vikings were in' Narth  Americao

el
.

around 500 vyears before h . Columpbuls
4. Vikings came from what is now _ Suleder] Finland
and__Noruppy .
5. They founded the countries of _IC e,‘ﬁh’ldf , Denmark,
. Finland, and :
Collectively, Th§ E counines are called : e/

6. In 1000 A. D°V| brothers named __[_eit+ Erikkson
and !hof% ig[j 55: Efs_a?smled to what is foday the
count
7. Le:i Er.ﬁbﬁﬂ anded in what is Todoy_NMQund[qd
8. They nom dit__Vin QVL which means

Uand oFf vanun Vines" in Norse.
9. Letf and Thg:vald Eriksson led many _€; A to
m (e TAY andmade a__Se- there.
10. w it Indians in the area

repeatedly g &gcbﬁd the Viking _SetHement™in Vinland.

11. In one attack, Leif's brother, Thotia !d , Was
_kided by Indians. D
12. After Thorvald was killed, the Vikings |p Vinland
and never l‘e;lM!Med
13. Descendants of th V|I<|ngs _Luvoteof Vinlandin e

_;&r_eﬁﬂjgnders aac. , but there was no ‘PLQQ_E'
of the settlement until _L 4 &'Q C-E, when archaeologists found
artlf'cg\c’ts in what is today called % (Jﬁ“\[‘ﬁSh COV'Q)
14. History tells us that % other groups may have
ikg)ign the Yikings to North"America. Among them may
have been ’rhe;@ﬁﬁmﬁ Irish, ABﬁ_lﬂﬂj}/_é_S&_ﬂﬂi or
Ereyeh . So far, there are no_Pﬁma W SAulces to

prove any of these groups made it to thetin MEiCG__
before the |/ ; kjﬁf}_ S :
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Lesson 2: Christopher Columbus's Voyage

Columbus’s Background
1. Christopher Columbus is probably the most Mlg“-—b’lmj/l

of all European CxPIQ[e§ ,
2. He was from Qﬂn oa Tia lgl which was a huge center of
radex in Europe at that time.
3. Columbus grew up listening to the tales of _S¢a gfg'g{ﬁmg
and the travels of Ma[c (o) QQ'D
4. Columbus is said to have read Marco Polo S .baolc,

many fimes.

How and Why Columbus Sailed
5. After EE-E began to lead the way in

fhe country of __- [ . Portugal’s rival,
decided they wanted to beat the rest of Europe, especially
or+uaa , in finding the Sbag:i:gs‘l' water route to India

(Asia).

é. Columbuys was turned down by his native

THa Y when he Pclr tioned. the king for

tinanc.al backing to make his journey.

7. Finally, ofter Sevevra years of making his case to

Spain, King _Ferdinand ., and Queen _ Tsabella
gave Columbus the __m angﬂ , Sh.ps , and
0 reMJ to set out. v

8. Since he knew the world was T aundl , as most people did
during this time, Columbus believed if he sailed __(aJest—
across the ﬂ:l:lan'h‘g , he would eventually reach
_Tadia CAsia)

9. He did not know Noc+ Americo and Smd-l/\ Amcn‘ta_z
were in his way.

Columbus Lands in “India”

10. After_5  weeks at sea, Columbus and his crew finally
reached land.

11. The land Columbus reached was in what is today called
the

12. The island was colled _\,.—_,uarl ahan. by the natives
who lived there called the ____Tain D
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13. Columbus renamed the island __ St v’acb
remains San Salvador fo this day.
14. Since Columbus thought he was in T , he

called the natives he met there _ LTndian ,S,“ . The
Bahamas are called the * UJ€5+ Thaies  "because
of Columbus’s mistake.

15. Later, other e\z.oﬂoré*r*% would prove Columbus
did not reach Indig, but had indeed discovered -al

continents prev:ously unknown ’ro Egmgﬁgﬁﬁ
16. Until his de&:l' in olumbus refused

to accept he had not reoched India.
Little Known Facts About Columbus*

17. When Columbus returned to ftm after his first
journey there, he took around S native people
from the island of Guanahani, and what is today

Hati back to Spain as __< lque., gifts to the King
and Queen.

18. Columbus made —5 __ more fnpsio ’rhe Bohamqs and to
explore the continent of __Soath AoV,

total of trips in all.
19. Columbuys never set foot on the contfinent of
NocH Amect ce although there

isan__AmMer,cayl holiday for him.

20. Columbus made some of his____=0OFKLS  governors of
the CQ'DY\ 1€ S he made in South America.

21. These sons_enslav ed many of the native people
there, forcing themto _ Worlk.  in Cj old _ and

_silver mines.

*For more information about Christopher Columbus, or to confirm the information
presented in this section, you can Google “Christopher Columbus”, or see the
following sources:

-The United Confederation of Taino People www.uctp.org

-American Holocaust by David F. Stannard

-Rethinking Columbus by Bill Bigelow

-In Defense of the Indians: The Journal of Bartolome de Las Casas by Bartolome

de Las Casas
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Lesson 3: England Begins to Explore and Settle

1. England began to want __Cnlonie s in the Americas. They
did not want 'n or France to control all of North

America.
2. England was _ENetmits with France and most especially
with __Spain .

3. Also, Englith hoped fo find dold _and other
I : Prake .
4. English explorers Sic F2M" ~ qng_Sir Waltter Ba leiqh

Firal-eclSpanish ships and __S+twole. _ their cargo.

5. The pirating actions began to raise +ensions between
England and Spain to the point of ___War .

6. When England’s monarch, € Cl; ook the
throne, she encouraged ﬂplam;l:mn and _Colonization

7. Queen Elizabeth | was the first _female. monarch i
England. She was the oldest daughter of Krae en ry ’ulﬁ-cg'”’)

8. Queen Elizabeth | was treated by rﬁ}cmy in her
('aun-lr$ because she was a woman. Many did not think
she could |cgd well because she was a ﬁe male.

9. As Queen Elizabeth saw if, the to gaining

PQM[ in Europe was through the Jigg;urcs that were

being found in the Americas.

10. She used much of the _4o from pirqtedj_gg_njs?l
@3 ships to f)a(j for her%lans to__cColonize . ihthe

New World.
12. England's actions would eventually lead to ___(AJa r

with _ifm_uq
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Lesson 4: The Mystery of Roanoke

1. Queen Elizabeth | gave i ig'permission
set up England’s :E(ics:t colony in North Amerlco

2. InJuly, 1537, English colonists landed on an 'islanc ardoff
the coast of what is today _ Nor +h Ca’ro,.ncu

3. This island was already occupied by the Herasindians,
‘-ﬂﬁd called i’r&m_kcg the English renamed it irain 6

. R Ielgh S ‘/J:)edmon was led by a man named

5 The flrs’r English Chi |c1 born in North America was born
in Roanoke; she was named __ Virginia. Dave~

é. The colonists were jmg_’m_udL for‘l’fe in the New World and
quickly began to run out of

7. Whiteleft Roanoke in and returhéd to _@%Jﬁnifor

supplies
8. Because of a war with ,Segm , and the need for all
ips for the war effort, Whl’re s ship was
Comandeered , or taken over by the government.

9. White was unable to return to Roanoke for _32 yeors

10. When White finally returned, all the colonists had pe.am(’,
11. Al that was left were the letters CEO  and Or a
carved into a Dalicad€or wall, of the fort.

12. Historians have many Hheories as to what happened.

13. Some believe they were _Q Aucted andkiled by
Indians in a battle for their homeland.

14. Others believe they went to live with the friendly C{QQ“’OCH’I
Indians.

15. John White searched for many years, but sto kept
him from traveling to the home of the __(* m;ﬁ?j .
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Lesson 5: England’s Jamestown Colony

. The ; of the Roanoke Colony did not

future English _Colo

. After the Eﬂ%&h; defeat of the Spcmlsh armada., or
fleet of ships,Spain was bcnkgﬂ

The way was clear for to ’roke over

colonization of the _ New Yidor(d
In May, _l{,07 _ a group of ships sailed into what is today
the off the coast of Virginia.

They named their colony Jamgs wr__, in honor of

of England.
. Their bgges’r goal was to strike it _ el in ﬂolcl

mines; they did not %row any food, and plcmned on
living on the supplies they from England.

. Their supplies soon _[Qﬂ_o_g,_" , and the gold they sought

after never
By the end of ’rhe flrs’r ﬁgg_c , over __L-f-_ the colonists

had :c; The called it the

Things ‘rumedﬁrou din the colony when J'ohvl Smith
became its \ggger

10. Captain Smith made one big rule: _
it i vest+ nof‘ca“._".

12.

Wor

Soon, colonists had made many new __hameS , planted
Crops ., andbuilt_Walls to protect the settlement

that would later resemble a4t J |
The cash crop of ynbacrs becgme the “gold” of

Jamestown Colony.

13. Over SO  Eastern Woodland Indian tribes lived in

the area.

e T T T W W—

15.

16.

not take kindly fo the ___Qrrival  of the English colonists.
At one point, Captain Smith was by
Indians, and condemned to
He was Eg,lggggd however, presum0b1y to keep the

ng ce_ intheregion.
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the colonists how to plant

17. Other tribes of Indians showed
ported to Europe, and

b o>, which they €X

made a huge 0 +.
18. Jamestown is the Ig_s_:t PERMANENT English

setflement in the Americas.
19. The English €O
out of the country,

bring info the country, __deo < from Great Britain.
and became d

20. Jamestown became very
i for many English men and women who
in the New World.

wanted to begin d new __Li
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Lesson é: England's Plymouth Colony and the Pilgrims
1. In _lleZ 0 , another group of English colonists set out on a

ship for North America; there were people on board.
2. They were planning to work for the __Kina__, and settle
near on Virginia Bay Company land.

3. The colonists were going to __ork  for the Virginia Bay

Company in exchange for them ay., their passage
on the ship they were to travel in, the er
4. Among the Passengers on the Mayflowetivas a group of

religious ilaims called _ Pur itans

5. They left and, and later, D enmark because they
believed _dYFteren than the King.

6. At this fime in England, everyone had. Tohd;.mg_’ro
whatever _(*hurd the king belonged to; those who do not

worship as the King does can be l ai lgd or even _M@L
This is why many left Sreat Britain.

Most of the colonies were for
\ reqsons.

9. Instead of landing near Jamestown, they landed much
further North off the coast of what is today
MassachuseHs

10. To help keep order, the men oboord the Mayflower
wrote down a list of ,ora_llom p ; they called it
the wec mpae:f-

11. The Mayflower Compact is the ;E.[si example of

colonial S:j:[-—[u le. in the Americas.

12. The colonists named their colony lu meutly it later
became _Massachusetts Colo

13. AT flrﬁ’r ’rhe| location  of the colony nr\(ode life very

Later, there would be a huge Qd gn}Lagﬂo building their
se’r’rlemen’r on a ...it provided a _~harber near the

Atlantic Ocean for lAsl; : aP_,_gé% and trade.
15. The colonists andoned Inds‘an vilage
that had been ;sg;ﬁ because most everyone

had died of _Smallpay

g N
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16. An Indian named Ti. ( S_at uantphelped the
colonists survive the winter ; he spoke Eg:glh‘sb
because he had been enslaved  and takeh to
_5&21;& many years before.

17. He ﬁxggcé, and retumned to his_hame_ , the very
village ;T/e colonists were Immg in__, to find all his people

18. Tisquantum (Squanto) had no hq:&& in his heart for the
Europeans. He taught them how to __farm_, even though

the soil made it hard to farm in New England. They
became successful farmers.
19. He also taught them to Lun‘t , and helped them

survive in their new home.

20. He also served as a sort of Amba ssadov-and franslator fo
the Wampanoag and the surrounding Tadian tribes.

21. The Pilgrims made an g@Lgmmtof with the
Wampanoag and surrounding Indjan tribes that lasted a
ration (25 years) wldren
22. Y However, the Chi and gmnclt of the
Pilgrims broke those agreements and killed many native

people.

@ The “Dish” on Thanksgiving*
24. Thanksgiving was made a national loli in the year
| 2622 by President li raham. L;n,cﬁlt -val
25. The “first" Thanksgiving was a haruvest s and not a

igqjpus fcmilyﬁothering. The Pilgrims were not

religiowsly _+olzran-, and considered the native Indians
§gngcﬂf§ . They would not have __ mz.‘}_(;_cj— or
celebrafed a religious event with them.
26. The Wampanoag Indians were invited to the gathering by
QcCCi d£ they showed up in the Pilgrim village after

hearing __sWets  in the woods. They thought the Pilgrims
were coming to _W A with them, when in fact the

Pilgrims were hunting.
27. The Wampanoag's returned with several iee[‘_ to
conftribute to the feast.
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28. The Indians did not sit _in chairs _at atable; the
Indians ate several :Eggi away from the Pilgrims and saft
“onthe _4gqrounga .
29. The firsYThonksgiving feast most likely did not contain
sweeks , stutlina  and cranberry sauce. They probably
had a lot of SeaFassl, and English dishes like _bload pudnl:@

* This information from history.com.

[

Squanto may have looked like this
when he was Iﬂdﬂappcd as a teenager
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Lesson 7: The Thirleen Colonies-New England

Ehed e

Connecticut

N\ New Hamrsh.‘rc_

d—Massachusetts

Tsland

New England Colonies Information
N_ew HAmFilu:t._
Massachusetts
Rhode.  Island
C Oﬂnﬁgg'j (&) *

Economy-THEN
4 .S_hipbg ilding
o _Whaling

Fish:ng

Economy-NOW
¢ 1SN

Founded Mostly For:

?alsg;:ous Reason-.

Silly Saying to Help Remember:
N_o H _amsters
M a¥

Run Lot

C_hurch_ !
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Lesson 8: The Thirteen Colonies-Middie Colonies

Middle Colonies Information
N_ew Y ork

N e Jcrscg

York ,-
Pennsylvania
= Jl Hew JErsey:
v
ﬂ-v:!iel'aunm '

P cms\,llvanm..

D elaware
Economy-THEN

- ,oggiqg

Founded Mostly For:

Keliaious Kasons| Probif

Silly Saying to Help Remember:

\ N_o Yaks ‘.’
\ |
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Lesson 9: The Thirteen Colonies-Southern Colonies

Southern Colonies Information

M arg lanJ
v_irginia
N_orth_c_arplina
s_outh c_arolina
G_C—_O_[%iOJ
Economy-THEN
tobacco

l 'mc,fqo
9=

SO"' iy mgl al‘\A Economy-NOW

\/irjinitb farming
) 7
Nordh P do:
aro/.na, [dedor €5
Sllly Saying to Help Remember: Founded Mostly For:
M eve ro i:ﬁ
v_itamin, .
Nmmcgn |
0 O P i |
¥ \‘

N : o 16[Pas -
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Lesson 10: Overall Thirteen Colonies

et
(A

M
| MaSSOGl"USCH'S

fslancl—

Rhode
Connecticut-
N
Pelaware”
g
*Nerth Carsfina_
Sowth Caroling

Georjiw
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