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Henry Hudson  

 

The explorer Henry Hudson first sailed to the North 

American continent in 1607. His sailing adventure was financed 

by a group of Englishman seeking to find a shorter route to Asia 

and spices it contained. Hudson was the first navigator to sail 

within 10 degrees of the North Pole itself, encountering 

ferocious winds and huge numbers of giant icebergs. His return 

to England was well received even though he did not find the 

passageway to Asia. 

 

 The following year Hudson set out again to find a quicker route to Asia. He continued 

to explore northern routes but still could not find any mythical passageway. Unfortunately, 

Hudson still failed in his original goal and his financial backing disappeared. 

 

 A group of small Dutch firms formed a single large corporation called the Dutch East 

India Company which financed Hudson’s next trip. At the beginning of 1609, Hudson’s ship 

the Half Moon sailed into what is today lower New York Harbor. He then discovered an 

island, now known as Manhattan Island in New York, and the Hudson River. 

 

 Upon his return to England, based upon Hudson’s exploits, in November of 1609 the 

Dutch East India Company colonized Manhattan Island and claimed the entire river valley. 

By this time the English realized how great Henry Hudson’s discoveries were.  

 

 On this final voyage Hudson sailed on a small ship named Discovery. He navigated 

through very dangerous icy waters for a possible passage but none was found. As the 

weather worsened the crew almost mutinied. Sailing on, Henry Hudson actually found 

James Bay at the very southern part of the great body of water known as Hudson’s Bay. In 

his explorations of the great bay, Hudson found himself in need of a place to spend the 

winter. The crew suffered greatly from lack of food and supplies. 

 

 By the following June of 1611 the ice started to leave the bay and the Discovery set 

sail once again. But Henry Hudson was not a good leader and the crew mutinied to go 

home. Hudson could not stop them. The explorer, his young son, and seven others were put 

into a very small boat and left adrift in the great bay and everyone of them died. The 

Discovery’s crew returned to England and those who led the mutiny were severely punished.  
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Name: ____________________________________  Date: _______ 

Henry Hudson Graphic Organizer 

 

Who 

 

 

 

 

 

What When 

 

 

Where 

 

 

 

 

 

Why How 
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Name: _______________________________________  Date: ________ 

 

Henry Hudson Multiple Choice Questions 

Circle the correct answer. 

1. What country was Henry Hudson from? 
 

a. Italy 
b. Holland 
c. England 

 
 

2. Where did Henry Hudson sail to on his first journey? 

a. North Pole 
b. Canada 
c. Jamestown Virginia 

 

3. Businessmen in which country financed his voyage? 
 

a. England 
b. Portugal 
c. Holland 

 

4. What now famous island did Hudson first discover? 
 

a. Staten Island 
b. Iceland 
c. Manhattan 

 

5. Which Dutch Corporation did Henry Hudson work for? 
 

a. Hudson Bay Company 
b. The Dutch East India Company 
c. The Dutch West Indies Company 

 

6. Which of these ships did Henry Hudson sail to North America? 
 

a. Columbia 
b. New Moon 
c. Discovery 
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Name: _______________________________________  Date: ________ 

 
Henry Hudson Short Answer Questions 

 
 

1. Why was it such a great exploration when Hudson sailed within 10 degrees of the 
North Pole in 1607?  

 
 
 
 

2. Why does this description of Hudson’s explorations call a northern passageway 
mythical? Look up mythical in the dictionary before answering. 

 
 
 

3. Would you have traveled with Hudson? Explain why or why not.  
 
 
 
 
 

4. List all the famous places that Hudson discovered.  
 
 
 
 

5. Why did Hudson work for businessmen in two different countries? 
 
 
 
 
 

6. Why is the Hudson River in New York named after Henry Hudson?  
 
 
 
 
 

7. What is a mutiny? If you do not already know, look up the word in the dictionary or 
encyclopedia.  
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Henry Hudson  

Answer Key 
 
Multiple Choice 
 
1. c. 
2. a.  
3. a.  
4. c.  
5. b.  
6. c. 

 
Short Answer Questions 
 
1. This exploration is very close to the North Pole where conditions are harsh all year 
long. In 1607 it would be even harder than today because the explorers would not be 
prepared for the weather. 
 
2. People were assuming that such a passage or way to get through to Asia existed.  
 
3. Individual response. 
 
4. North Pole, New York Harbor, Hudson River, Manhattan Island, James Bay, Hudson’s 
Bay.  
 
5. He first worked for businessmen in England who no longer supported him after he 
could not find a route to Asia. Then the Dutch businessmen financed his explorations.  
 
6. Henry Hudson is the person who explored the area along the Hudson River.   
 
7. A mutiny means that soldiers or sailors rebel or revolt against their officers and 
leaders and no longer follow orders.   
 
 


