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War for Independence
Critical Vocabulary Words

. olive branch: a symbol of peace

2. Continental: A soldier in the first colonial army, which
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was headed by George Washington.

. mercenary: A hired soldiers.
. enlist: To join.

revolution: A sudden, complete change in
government,
independence: Freedom to govern on one's own.
allegiance: Loyalty.
declaration: An official statement.
. grievance: A complaint.

neutral: Not taking sides in a conflict.

pacifist: A believerin a peaceful settlement of
differences: against war.
movement: An effort by many people.
encroach: To move onto without asking permission.
regiment: A troop of soldiers.
siege: A long-lasting attack.
treaty: An agreement between two countries.
negotiate: To talk with one another to work out an
agreement.
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War for Independence Timeline

1765. Stamp Act. Colonial Congress in New York.
1770. "Boston Massacre.”
1773. Destruction of tea in Boston Harbor.

September 5. Continental Congress meets in
Philadelphia. Boston Port Bill.

1775. April 19. Fight at Lexingion and Concord.
May 10. Capture of Ticonderoga. Meeting of Second
Continental Congress at Philadelphia.

1775. June 17. Battle of Bunker Hill.
December. Daniel Boone settles in Kentucky.

1774.

1776. July 4. Declaration of Independence.
August 27. Battle of |.ong Island.
December 26. Washington captures Hessians at
Trenton.

1777. June 14. Flag of stars and stripes adopted by Congress.
September 11. Battle of Brandywine.
October 17. Surrender of Burgoyne.
Washington encamps at Valley Forge and Howe
occupies Philadelphia.

1778. French-American alliance.
June 28. Baitle of Monmouth.
December 29. British take Savannah.

1779. September 23. Naval victory of John Paul Jones.

1780. May 12. Charleston taken by British.
August 16. Battle of Camden.
October 7. Battle of King's Mountain.

1781. Adoption of the Articles of Confederation.
October 19. Surrender of Cornwallis at Yorktown.

1782. November 30. Preliminary treaty of peace.

1783. September 3. Final treaty of peace signed.
November 25. British army evacuates New York.
December 4. Washington's farewell to his officers.

1786. Shays's rebellion in Massachusefts.
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War for Independence
Lesson 1: The French and Indian War

1. After the _1 07 settlement of Jamestown in
e iNi2 Colony and the _Jg20 settlement of Plymouth
in MaQss {S eyTsColony, the Thirteen British colonies
begon ‘ro grow and na . They made a lof of
-- for the kmg who at that time was

2. Wes’r f’rhe Bﬁpﬁ[ ; tan Mfﬁ lay a fer’ule

_lanioroun WhO 15 now the states of Ohio, I

Ken’rucky ond called the _dhio uer V“”ej
3. The Bri '!’ash claimed the Ohio River Valley because it

was so close to _Calonies they had already __¢laimed and

settled. However, the _Freach claimed the Ohio River

Valley, too. They said since they controlled the

Northwiest  and that rivesflows through the

-!'err.ham 'rhey should have a Cla:m to the land.

There were also many French colonisks who already lived in

the Ohio River Valley.
4. The French hcd been porf of the _-Eyr '!'raclma business
with the Mative American tribes that livedin Snd around

what is today ‘ana a- . Then, the French called

Canada _New France and they had many settlements

and colonies there like Qua;bgc . The French wanted to
Expan cL_ their fur trade into the
Ohio Kiver Va I’el wear

5. The _di over this land led to the French ¥ Tndian This
bedan in

war |7154 . In this war, the British fought

against the _Frenchh and  Tadianc friendly with the

French.,
é. A Nafive American group flled the called the f uoils
agreed to help the British ht _+ighT"the French. They Taught

the British how fo (wa in a way that was more
M‘_{,ﬁi ina fron'her land. Many British

Colamists in the Thirteen Colonies also :Eﬂl:ljﬂ'}' in
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this war. These colonists helped the British _jalirt  the war.

The war ended in _} 163

. The Ohio River Valley now beionged to _(reat Br;tain
many British _Colonists were looking forword ’ro movmg
w¢s4war to live there. However, the king, who was

Il decided to give this land to the

the colonists who had fought in the

rench+*Indian War . They could not understand why the

klng would crsk them to ;E!'?&‘f” in a war, but not let them

Qar'l-ak& in the reward. Xing George Il called his decision

the Preclamation of 176211 said that colonists could not
settle onland _est of the Appalachian

Mountains. This meant the _plie Kiver Valley.

. The Proclamation of 1763 was the first of many dac:s:on S

King George Il would make that would lead to the

Co iom )

i kwonﬂng to_break away and begin their
own " -
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War for independence
Lesson 2: The Colonists Rebel

10. Great Britain decided to make.the colonies to help pay
forthe _cost _ of the French and Indian War. King George
Il felt 4 th-I-mﬂ had not only been _cLngL_ for the Ohio
River Voll’éy bGt the War had also been to Pm"’ec:‘ft the
colonies.

11. To do this, rliame , the Iow—moking assembly in
Great Britain, passed the _STamy et in 1765. The Stamp
Act placed a tax on anything _p
This :kag made, the colonists v

in the colonies.
ry ang 9 because they
had not for Parliament.

12. Those who [;ved. in Great Britain itself Mhove to
pay this _@gtre. tax. Therefore, the _Colonists felt
Parliament had h ftah i~ to tax them. The colonists felt

that ’rhey _shouldn¥ te taxed by a_farliamast that did not
) enY, or speck for, "them Theycciﬂed this

wc::s one of the first colon;s’rs to
Fesi” agains the Stamp Act. He __g_r_ﬁgd;o’rhers to
pea il o against the new fax. s
14. A mee’nng called the Jtamg Rel ( held in New
Yorl in Oc’robe{ of 1765. Pelegates from nine

colonies tried fo make Parliament {“ or cancel, the
4 %

15. Samuel Adams formed a group called the Sers o 'P
Li bggizg The, Sons of Liberty €s cicigcms’r the
new tax. These chfesf;s appeared In _¢jfies all through
the colonies. The groups __breke stamps and _ra [lied. in
the _Streets

16. The ma'mf.:f;% of the colonists ;‘gn ored the stomp
ﬁ i .1t worked. Stamp agents Were afraid to
the law.

17.  _Parliament voted TOE&The Stamp Actin 1766. But
Great Britain still needed _m‘_nf% Parliament may have
ended the SJﬁ-Ma  but ’rheyﬂ%xlm@d with another

;l—_g; called the Zég lay in'1767.
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18. These _{:a_tm_plocedo igig ,ortax, on _i {M such

as paper, , and tea _;m from Great Britain.
19. Colonistsdecidedto b ., or refuse to buy, these

smis They refused to pg._y British %
20. A new group called the Daugbr'zz of Y& & tarted to

with the boycott. The Ddughters of Liberty began
weaving Qla:!fb that could be used instead of weal from

Britain. They used _berries _and _herbs to make _4eas
21. The boycott gnaezgd?;nhsh merchants and many of them

Complained to the king. Great Britain was in _iyerse shape
fmam,@gi now than they were ‘bgfa& all the taxes.
In 1768 British__Qir g arrived in Boston Harbor in hopes
of stopping The_Pm}gLond to Farce the colonists to
the taxes.
23. Things went from bad to _{derse- . On March 5, 1770, a
group of angry colonists Q[%?ﬁd some British _sejdiersin

Boston. The soldiers were intimidated and Fgred into the

gM_.They k.lle.d five people. One of them was
a runaway Slame who had found __Werle

working on a in Massachusetts. This event is known as
the an_f:on Massacre’
24. The _Sgns o Liberty snuck aboard a British

55,@ full of _ted— and dumped chests of it
overbonrd . This became knows as the __ Bosten  Tea ﬂar@

)
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War for Independence
Lesson 3: The Revolution Begins
1. The BFITISh possed to _@uni S the people of Boston for
Resten Tea é@f"g . I’ITISh 569&@?‘& re’rurned to
Bos’ron The colonls’rs hod to hguse reed the ﬁiMr’*‘fﬂ”)

bet until the people
~e 4.+ . Colonists called these

decided they needed io €.. what ’ro do next. They
created (ammithees ot Corresponder®
information and.called for ’rhe Ciest Conhinendal

in Philadelphia, Eansulvan o in 1774.

. Leaders from most colonies deaded to s’ro

& Britain until the Tniolermble fid

7. They also decided that all colonles should ’rr|n

Some militias colled themselves mﬁﬁ&%ﬁﬁgéﬁ They could be

in ?gs‘ e P 2

me liberty or %@fﬁ MeE Geati.

9. On April 18, 1775, 700°British _Seldiecs began marching

from Boston to Léex: s tor Massachusetts. They were coming
to g\@ and desa‘roy %a&ﬁ‘% that Patriots were

M ng_in Concord. The Patriofs heard fwmers that the

Ledinaton Mcssochuseﬁs a city _be

Concord. | Raceell
10. Paul Revere, %% and William Dawes set out

to_iays  the militias in Lexington and Concord

wigern Boston and

0
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because they were __gi4 of the Comml’r’rees of
Correspondence. As ey rode they ¢ 1 awarning to
the people. i‘:sﬁmﬁw reached Lexington first. He warned
Adams and Hancock, who _Fan before the
soldiers&fviugd . Revere, Dawes, Bissell, and another man,
K X XA thenrode to Concord but were . ted

{gﬂ%w 4. by Brifish soldlers Revere was & @bu’r the

other three £ icapea .They continue

Concord to warn the olonls’rs
11. On April 19, 1775, the Lexington o lidias prepared for

llay” | British soldiers marched into Lexington and

| _the colonists. A ﬁ@g‘%’ was fired. The British _i/aa
the _leat¢ie that followed. Eight colomsis were i<
and nine were

injured.
12. The British then marched on to %
reached Concord, they were __§ 22 by ’rhe militias

olreody there. Af’rero %:sﬂgﬁ_ﬁl the Brifish refurned to
»y Fes on ’rh British as they

Viiled orinjured
soldlers These battles marked ’fhe

War for Independence
I.esson 4. Independence is Declared

. al Congressbegan meeting in B
Phllodeiphgo in Moy 1775 The Congress formed the @
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4 [ e say with soldiers from all é@éﬁ?ﬁefg . George
Woshlng‘ron was c.hosen to_l€ad the
@ Continental Army as %@@ﬁé geneva, L
3. The members of Congress wanted to try ¢l ~¢. fo
maoke {eace.. with Great Britain. After all that had
happened, __tany __stil did net want to break away.
& So, the Congress sen’r‘i(mg George lll a fete
fhe@%g@ﬁ Bearnch ?@%%&@ﬁ?he Ieﬁer said that the colonists
were shII —.;' notwant to fight
~a_wlar . The Congress asked the king to
% ¢._the colonists more _#veed om . If the king did
this, the colonists @f‘@ﬁmgﬁé there would be no more
£d4. and said that he would use
to end the E"@ el ion
6. én@m bAowS said “The _fevalut e‘@aﬁ is over. All that
remains now is the War " a_ dinental 4 %
A soldiers went ’ro harlestown,
sedhsto ge’r control of
e towng . They planned to fire fannans
Bos‘ron from neorb Qs%g ﬁ& to forc ’rhe British ’ro Ieove
9. Overnight, the ¥
next day, more ’rhon 2,000 B tish soldiers attacked the
fort. The Pc:’rrlo’rs ima&’rhe British back

and were not a joke.
@m@% Paine. was a colonist. In 1776 he wrote a
Pamph et caled (ommon Senge. The pamphlet

conv:nced many Americans ’ro suggert the colonies’

| The Comem‘ot Congress wanted fo make a
FOY v split from Gref Britain and to make sure

grOUpTO put Togefherfh

13. The Declaration of Indepnden explomed
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14. the Celenieswanted independence. Benjamin Franklin,

2 , John Adams, Roger Sherman and
iﬁ”v&%f%@?% brainstormed and decided {3eT would

be in ’rhe Declaration of Independence. Then, Thomas
Jefferson wegte-the Declaration of Independence.

15. In the Declaration of Independence, Thomas Jefferson
wrote that people are bern with rights that

be taken 24Fnalienable Rights. These are the rightto
...... e tobe tree. , and to seek ,, He collecl

’rhern éﬂ.e-é%w Liberty, and the %@ﬁm% o :

16. He also wrote that if o é{m fries to

@ gfg&@gﬁ
Britain tried ’ro

This list showed ’rhf‘rhe king had
"X %‘%‘%ﬁTherefore, the colonists had

TOene €y Qwdvl Cotipmtru G &
Those who Sig dthe Declaration promised to

18.

19. The Declc::ro’rlon of Independence Was &
Second Continental Congress on Ji wlyy M,
members of the Congress agpreved.

'O sign it. The British governmen’r
aitorsor people who work

would think they were
their country.
20. is time, Georae W
Gad L¥

taken care
rshoa Of the éonhnenToﬁiArmy The Pefrfo’rs would
+ialht against overwhelming wassive odds to
make their declaration a _ reality.
21. The Declaration of lndependence brought éﬁeg to the
Patriots that they may actually succeed in breoktng away

from Great Britain. George Washington _{¢
(e

Declorohon aloud to his soldiers before the Beﬁ!e of

i% erk.
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22. If the Patriots _lget  the war, the signers and Wridersof
the Declaration of Independence would be the Pgt to
for treason.

e
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Declaration of

Independence
Quote

"We hold these truths to be
self-evident, that all men
are created equal, that

they are endowed by their

Creator with certain
Unalienable Rights, that
among these are Life,
Liberty, and the pursuit of
Happiness.”
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What Does the
Declaration of Independence Quote
Mean?

We: the American people

self-evident: obvious; common sense
created: made

equal: no one is better than anyone else
endowed: blessed; given something by
a higher power

Creator: higher power of universe
certain: specific

unalienable: something that can't be
taken away

Rights: things people should have

Life: freedom from fear of being hurt;
living in safety

Liberty: the ability fo choose to make
one's own laws

pursuit of Happiness: the ability to have
the chance to chase your dreams and
do whatever it is in life o make you

happy.




