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War for Independence
Section 1: The Road to War

Lesson 1: The French and Indian War

M

After the ___16"] settlement of Jamestown in

Vir 9ini wColony and the [0 settlement of
Plymouth in MQ ssqa C}'u ,SCHS Colony, the Thirteen
British colonies began to grow and p ros ng:. They made a
lot of ’P_ro-’:i T forthe king, who af that time was

] 5

West of the _A ian Mg'umlainé_ lay a fertile
_around what is now the states of Ohio, :fncl.‘anw,
Kentucky, and __Tllinois called the Qhip Kiver Va "ﬁ
The Pridish_ claimed the Ohio River Valley because
it was so close to _territory they had already
Coloni nd settled. However, the __Frendn  claimed

the Ohio River Valley, too. They said since they controlled the

M?’ Yiver , and that river flows through the

Ohio Ryec Va"s4ey should havea,_Cldim __ to the land.

There were also many ative Americanswho already lived
in the Ohio River Valley.
furdradi

The French had been part of the business
with the N a{ivg, merican tribes that livﬁin and

around what is today Canaclgg . Then, the French
called Canada __New France and they had many

settlements and colonies there like e . The

French wanted to C»;spanaL their fur trade into the
Ohio ¥iver Val ey

The Aiso ute-over this land led to the E[mm +'.fndign. War“

This war bedanin___| 154 . In this war, the British
fought against the _fr1 . ' friendly

with the French.




A Native American group called the-calted-the _I_fo_@gag
agreed to help the British ‘p ight the French. They
taught the British how to Waq? war~ inaq way that was
more QF¥CL‘|'i ve/ ina m'aodu:l/ land. Many British

Cglgn ists in the Thirteen Colonies also
puaht  in this war. These colonists helped the
British Juiﬂ the war. The war ended in _11(p3 :
The Ohio River Valley now belonged to r L1
and many British >_ were looking forward to

moving N(/S{“war ‘ 1o live there. However, the king,
who was now __K; decided to give this land

to the ﬁhh_ .

This__€nraged-  the colonists who had fought in the
French + ITndian War . They could not understand why
the king would ask them to -F‘iahi’ in a war, but not let
them __ben €-F|",’ in the ;‘gwa?d. King George IIT called his
decision the Yroclamad jonp | 1le 2 . Tt said that colonists

could not __SedAHe._homes onland __West of the
Appalachian Mountains. This meant the _Ohio Kiver Va"f,_‘j

. The Proclamation of 1763 was the first of many
bgcl é&iiims King George III would make that would lead
to the _Colonistewanting to break QQQg and

begin their own ___t ountry




War for Indepéndence
Section 1: The Road to War
Lesson 2: The Colonists Rebel

Great Britain decided fo :E\@[ ( €the colonies to help pay for
the ___ (05}~ of the French and Indian War. King George

IIT felt _+hye (Jai had not only been Pm tor 1on for the
Ohio River Valley, but the War~ had also been to (P[o ]Zc.:l"

the colonies.? |

To do this, | ar lia Mcn'i,/‘rhe‘ law-making assembly in Great
Britain, passed the Stamo et in1765. The Stamp
Act placed a tax on anything ! ZPa De _inthe colonies.

This __+ 4 .. made the colonists ver'y Qﬂg[g because
they had not Vo f’(_/(J for Parliament.
Those who _|:Ved - in Great Britain itself df A r\g"’have to
pay this -e}djf g tax. Therefore, the __(nlonists _ felt
Parliament had __no righ®  to tax them. The colonists felt
that they Should nytbe taxed by a éfr:rli ameat that
did not __[¢present” , or speak for, them. They called this
UNo taxation Without Kepre Sendadtion.”
Yatriclk H ©17___ was one of the first colonists to

agajfnsf the Stamp Act. He others
to against the new tax.
A meeting called the was held in New

in October of 1765. from

nine colonies tried to make Parliament , or cancel,
the .
Samuel Adams formed a group called the
The Sons of Liberty | against the new tax.
These appeared in all through the
colonies. The groups stamps and in
the
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The of the colonists the stamp
. It worked. Stamp agents were afraid to

the law.

voted to the Stamp Act in 1766.
But Great Britain still needed . Parliament may
have ended the » , but they it with
another called the in 1767.
These __placed a , or tax, on such
as paper, , and tea from Great Britain.
Colonists decided to , or refuse to buy, these

. They refusedto______ British )
A new group called the was started to
with the boycott. The Daughters of Liberty began

that could be used instead of from

weaving

Britain. They used and to make
The boycott British , and many of
them to the king. Great Britain was in

shape now than they were all the
taxes. ,

In 1768 British arrived in Boston Harbor in
hopes of stopping the and to the

colonists to the taxes.

Things went from bad to

group of angry colonists some British in

Boston. The soldiers were intimidated and into the
.They five people. One of them was

, @ runaway who had found

in Massachusetts. This

. On March 5, 1770, a

working on a
event is known as the .
The snuck aboard a British
full of and dumped chests of it

. This became knows as the
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War for Independence
Section 1: The Road to War
Lesson 3: The Revolution Begins

The British passed laws to ) the people of Boston
for the _EOS"'O(\ Tea ?g_d—g_ British io_'_dJ_:LS__
returned to Boston. The colonists had to hmé and
Feeél the soldiers. A British qmcml was put in

control of all of S .

. Also, the British closed _50 (ko until the people

DQLCL for the ruined _taaJ . Colonists called
Thes‘e laws the _Lg:\;algmb_ '|$
e Patriols

. Colonists had to choose _Sides They beccm
or LQ%glisﬁ . Patriots were agg.ns British r'ule

Loyalists British rule.

Events had reached a _ CCiSIS _ point and the colonists
decided they needed to __decide  what to do next. They

created _Camme‘eeSg COr resmr‘den V¢eto share refeSS
information and called:‘;or' the ‘:ors Ce to
meet in Philadelphia, Tenmmsulvanie in 1774.

Leaders from most colonies decude to stop _-Lm_d_eLwi’rh
7 Britain until the I’\“:Q eralo &éj were _{€ leg)
They also decided that all colonies should train_nilitizs

Some militias called themselves _minutemen . They could
be__[ to 41 at a minute's notice.

. Patni made a famous _jﬁ%h in
Vchmond, VA ~'in March 1775. He militias that
there was going to be a _wif_‘__ beTween Britain and the

_ColpnieS . He said
. On April 18,1775 700 Brmsh soldiers ~ began marching

from Boston to v\CngL , Massachusetts. They were
coming to +ake. and destroy that Patriots

were §_'_|:Q[i% in Concord. The Patriots heard
()




(e ?Of s that the British were also going to arrest
Samuel Adams and _\)ohr\ nca;lc .Adams and Hancock

were both in _LQLLLI@M Massachusetts, a city
bedween Boston an Concord.

Paul Revere, rael 1; and William Dawes set out
to _WAYN\ ___ the militias in Lexington and Concord

because they were mm of the Committees of

Correspondence. As they rode, they _9ave- awarning to

the people. ?cugm reached Lexington first. He warned
Adams and Hancock, who _ﬁqgﬂ_ before the

soldiers_Qr i VéL . Revere, Dawes, Bissell, and another man,
william Prescott then rode to Concord but were

_S-nggi— by British soldiers. Revere was QQP"‘urerJ,
but the other three C‘SCQ._Per . They _Qp_mpl_gjgl‘

the ride to Concord to warn the colonists.

On April 19,1775, the Lexington D‘\ih';h’m prepared for
bd"’*“(/. British soldiers marched into Lexington and

_'Faggda__‘rhe colonists. A Sho"—was fired. The British
Won _ the ba*kl;_‘t_/’rhcn‘ followed. Eight colonists were
killed  and nine were _Lnd_uLgd Only one By, dishsoldier

had been injured.
The British then marched on to CQ"IC_QFCL When they

reached Concord, they were le'numbd‘alby the militias
already there. After a _Short battle, the British returned
to _oston . The Patriots _ticed on the British as
they _Marched back to Boston and _killed or injured

250 E[i~\-‘g$h soldiers. These battles marked the S"'af"—of
the fican K st , or the war &mcrfcqns

fought for _{ dence).




War for Independence
Section 1: The Road to War
Lesson 4: Independence is Declared

. The Decond | y T:y)en (o (egsegan meeting in
P ilaielphia .‘l’; May 1775. The Congress formed the
CQD inental &ﬂyi’rh soldiers from all _13 Colonies
George Washingtonwas _€ l&l} to _| m_d,?‘rhe
Continental Army as Izzz&j t— in - Chei
The members of Congress wanted to try M€ last tim%,
make &’ with Great Britain. After ‘?'” that had

happene|d, Most celonistsstill did neT want to break

away.
« So, ’rhe, Congress sent KinE"Geor'ge IIT a I;;Iigr called
the_Uli N The letter said that the

colonists were still _10Y4 to Great Britain. They _d_,_cl__ﬂ_O'L

want to fight a _WlAC . The Congress asked the king to
® 4 the colonists more _Se| t—Qovern "’If the king

{d this, the colonists %here would be no more
+ rouble . The king u and said that he would

usei €~ to end the li X
Jotsn %W\S said "The %Ego'u'hoﬂ is

over. All that remains now is the _Wafl” "
On June 16, 1775, Eg c:o1 soldiers went to Charlestown,

Mgzgg_c_huﬁbbro get con‘rr'_ol of Bgu ke ”ill and
Bmgﬂ“s i ll . They planned to fire _.C@nnonS  into

Boston from nearby b‘.ll;togs to force the British to

leave.

Overnight, the Pa‘h’io',f built {or‘l’ on Breed's Hill.
The next day, more than 2,000 EI’ iﬂsb soldiers attacked
the fort.Jhe Patriots drove the British backiwo times,

’ but the DI D. ‘jb took the fort on the third attack. The
éf;:hﬁk won the battle that became known as

(D
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Th«o Ba-mc 0’: Bunker , but they suffered heavy
05€% . The Patriots had Plbl_lcdw to the British they

cgidd 1 t_and were not a Jjoke.
. ho ) as a colonist. In 1776 he"wr'o‘re a
alled _“Common Sense The pamphlet

convincejd many Americans to __ngﬁl:t‘rhe colonies'
ir\d&&dﬂl_&frrom Great Britdin.

The Continental Congress wanted to make a 'PQF mal
split from Great Britain and to make sure _EVErY colony

Su ﬁfay_{lc independence. It set up a group to put
together the eclaration of Indcgcnde"“/

» The Declaration of Independence explained

the Colgm'gSwan‘red independence. Benjamin Franklin,
illip Livi , John Adams, Roger Sherman and
\_ brainstormed and decided "’

would be in the Declaration of Independence. Then, Thomas

Jefferson ﬂrofe—fhe Declaration of Independence.
In the Declaration of Independence, Thomas Jefferson wrote

that people are born with rights that _cannet be +aken 'QUMd :
or,Unalienable Rights. These are the right to _]i¥& , to be

_Jc_r&_, and to seek inesS . He called them _Lite,
Liberty, and ‘H\_e_, wit _O*P Ha iness.

He also wrote that if a éﬁ:ﬁgﬂ_\mf_ tries to __+ake away
these rights, the people’have the right to ‘FQ[m a hew
qQ_Lemmgvd’. The Declaration | v s_:';gd the ways Great

Br‘lgrain tried to _‘l:a,kg._a_ug?olonisfs' rights.
For example, it said that Great Britain "dYQ-The colonists

without their Consert” . This list showed that the king had

abused the cdolonis‘_rs' Tights. Therefore, the colonists
had the right to declare. i é&}gmggn_mnd
form a n%alem_mmi'
. w he Declaration promised to
1.

e hew ncn‘ioE>




The Declaration of Independence was by the
. In August,

Second Continental Congress on
members of the Congress _S_|5_n_gcl, he Declaration. They
knew it would be _igg:th_ to sign it. The British

government would think they were —Hm forsor people who

work Qgg,‘ms their country.
Y ub?\'clz‘d taken carea-‘: ‘he_

By this time,
§m‘mmg__ of the Continental Army. The Patriots would
have to 1aht against overwhelmingcﬁﬂgg 0%dds to

make their decfaration a _{eali :
The Declaration of Independence brought €/ to the
Patriots that they may actually _SU cceed in reaking away

i —

from Great Britain. George Washington frad the
Declaration aloud to his soldiers before the Battle of

New Vork . |
If the Patriots 105t the war, the signers and _Wr1 ters
of the Declaration of Independence would be the Lirst

to han for treason.




Peclaration of
Independence Quote

“We hold these truths to be self-
evident, that all men are created
equal, that they are endowed by
their Creator with certain
~ unalienable Rights, that among
these are Life, Liberty, and the
pursuit of Happiness.”



What Does the
Declaration of Independence Quote
Mean? -

We: the American people
self-evident: obvious; common sense

created: made
equal: no one is better than anyone else
endowed: blessed; given something by a higher

power
Creator: higher power of universe

certain: specific
unalienable: something that can’t be taken away

Rights: things people should have

Life: freedom from fear of being hurt; living in
safety

Liberty: the ability to choose to make one’s own

laws |
pursuit of Happiness: the ability to have the
chance to chase your dreams and do whatever it

is in life to make you happy.
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